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Dec. 15, 2020, 8:13 PM PST 


By Phil Helsel 


California has purchased thousands of body bags and has dozens of refrigerated storage units on 
standby as it prepares to deal with a growing death toll from Covid-19. 


The orders for 5,000 body bags and 60 53-foot-long refrigerated units to have ready for counties 
and hospitals should be a sobering statistic, Gov. Gavin Newsom said. 


Although vaccines have begun to arrive, the crisis is far from over, Newsom said. 
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"There is light at the end of the tunnel, but we're still in the tunnel," he said at a news conference 
Tuesday. "And that means we're going through perhaps the most intense and urgent moment 
since the beginning of this pandemic." 


Newsom, a Democrat, said there is reason for optimism: Vaccines began being administered 
Monday, and the state expects to have 2.1 million doses by the end of December. 


Full coverage of the coronavirus outbreak 


He urged people across the state to wear masks, keep their distance from others and take other 
steps to slow the spread of the coronavirus. 


"I want to remind folks: It's not the flu. This is not something to trifle with," Newsom said. "This is 
a deadly disease, a deadly pandemic, and we're in the middle of it right now." 


Large parts of the state are under stay-at-home orders. 
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Download the NBC News app for full coverage of the coronavirus outbreak 
About 32,300 new Covid-19 cases are reported across the state each day, a number Newsom said 
was historic, and the positivity rate had risen from 6.9 percent at the beginning of the month to 


more than 10 percent Monday. 


The number of people hospitalized for Covid-19 in California rose from around 8,500 on Dec. 1 
to around 14,200 on Monday, he said. 
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And the state's intensive care unit capacity averages around 5.7 percent statewide, Newsom said. 
The lowest capacities are in Southern California and the San Joaquin Valley. 
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There have been more than 21,000 deaths from Covid-19 in California, according to the state 
health department. 


The average number of deaths from the disease in the state was 163 a day as of Monday, Newsom 
said, using a seven-day average. On Nov. 14, the average daily number was 41. 


A national ensemble forecast to the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention predicts that the 
Covid-19 death toll could exceed 362,000 by Jan. 2. 


More than 16.7 million cases had been reported in the United States by Tuesday evening, and 
more than 304,000 people have died, according to an NBC News count of reports. 
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Phil Helsel is a reporter for NBC News. 


Sponsored Stories by Taboola 


TARSCOPE 
veryone In United States Should Get This $47 Monocular Telescope (See Why) 


“FICE 2019 


https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/california-orders-thousands-body-bags-covid-death-toll-grows-n1251335 3/14 


1/15/2021 California orders thousands of body bags as Covid death toll grows 
icrosoft Office 2019 Professional Plus 32/64 Bit Lifetime License Genuine Key 


[GITAL TRANSFORMATION | SEARCH ADS 
igital Transformation Options Might Surprise You and Help Greatly 


\WYERS | SEARCH ADS 
he Top 10 Attorneys in Eureka 





https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/california-orders-thousands-body-bags-covid-death-toll-grows-n1251335 4/14 


1/15/2021 California orders thousands of body bags as Covid death toll grows 


CCPA Notice 


SPONSORED / STARSCOPE 


Everyone In United States Should Get This $47 
Monocular Telescope (See Why) 


SPONSORED / OFFICE 2019 


Microsoft Office 2019 Professional Plus 32/64 Bit 
Lifetime License Genuine Key 


SPONSORED / DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION | SEARCH ADS 


Digital Transformation Options Might Surprise You and Help Greatly 


SPONSORED / THELEGACYREPORT .COM 


Man Who Predicted 2020 Crash Predicts Now Massive Stock Market Event 


SPONSORED / HARPREPLACEMENT 


Federal Program Will Pay Off Your Home If You Live In California 


SPONSORED / LAWYERS | SEARCH ADS 


The Top 10 Attorneys in Eureka 


SPONSORED / THELEGACYREPORT .COM 


Man Who Predicted 2020 Crash Says "Now Is The Time" 


SPONSORED / COMPARISONS . ORG 


Eureka,California Launches New Policy For Cars Used 
Less Than 49 Miles/Day 


SPONSORED / COMPARISONS . ORG 


https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/california-orders-thousands-body-bags-covid-death-toll-grows-n1251335 5/14 


1/15/2021 California orders thousands of body bags as Covid death toll grows 


California Launches New Policy For Cars Used Less Than 49 Miles/Day 


SPONSORED / BEST LUXURY WOMENS HANDBAG | SEARCH ADS 


Designer bag sales & stylish brands 


SPONSORED / CIO.COM 


EaaS Playbook: Learn the Concepts 


SPONSORED / SYNC.COM 


Do we want to do mediocre or awe-inspiring work? 


SPONSORED / COMPARISONS . ORG 


California Drivers With No DUI's Getting A Pay Day on 
Friday 


SPONSORED / BLUVYS.COM 


| Wore Blue Light Blocking Glasses Every Day For a Week 
- Here's What Happened 


More From NBC News 


https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/california-orders-thousands-body-bags-covid-death-toll-grows-n1251335 6/14 


1/15/2021 


California orders thousands of body bags as Covid death toll grows 
NBC NEWS / NEWS 


Former Cleveland school therapist charged in Capitol 


NBC NEWS / NEWS 


Virginia National Guard corporal charged in connection with Capitol riot 


NBC NEWS / SHOP 


10 top-rated indoor exercise bikes under $500 


SPONSORED / DODOW 


This Is The Fix For Broken Sleep Patterns! 


SPONSORED / KORETRAK 


This Wearable Device Can Help You Detect Serious 
Health Risks Before It’s Too Late 


SPONSORED / TIKITUNES 


The Coolest Wireless Speaker Ever Made! 


SPONSORED / JOBPARADE .COM 


Eureka Help Wanted! Find Local Jobs Near You! 


https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/california-orders-thousands-body-bags-covid-death-toll-grows-n1251335 7/14 


1/15/2021 California orders thousands of body bags as Covid death toll grows 


NBC NEWS / NEWS 


Kentucky basketball walk-on, pitcher Ben Jordan dies at 


NBC NEWS / NEWS 


U.S. executes Lisa Montgomery, first woman put to death in federal system since 1953 


NBC NEWS / NEWS 


Man holding Confederate flag in Capitol during pro-Trump riot turns himself in 


SPONSORED / CLASSMATES.COM 


Look For Any High School Yearbook, It's Free 


SPONSORED / ZENBOOSTER WIFI 


Internet Providers Don’t Want You Buying One, But 
They’re Not Illegal. 


SPONSORED / VIHELM - MOBILE AIR PURIFYING HELMET 


A Mobile Air Purifying Helmet - Vihelm 


SPONSORED / WEEKLY TECH REVIEWS 


Why Are Eureka Seniors Buying Up This $49 
Smartband? 


https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/california-orders-thousands-body-bags-covid-death-toll-grows-n1251335 8/14 


1/15/2021 California orders thousands of body bags as Covid death toll grows 


NBC NEWS / NEWS 


The Vessel in New York City closed after third suicide at 


NBC NEWS / NEWS 


Man in 'Camp Auschwitz' shirt, photographed at U.S. Capitol riot, arrested 


NBC NEWS / POLITICS 


Confirmation hearing for Biden's national intelligence chief abruptly postponed 


SPONSORED / FULL BAR SIGINAL 


Internet Providers Don't Want You Buying One, Even 
Know it. 


SPONSORED / MUAMA RYOKO 


Fast and reliable Wi-Fi internet everywhere you go! 


SPONSORED / THEWALLETGURU. COM 


California Seniors Can Get Big Discounts If They Only 
Ask 


SPONSORED / COMPARISONS . ORG 


CA May Pay Off Your Home If You Live Near Eureka 


https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/california-orders-thousands-body-bags-covid-death-toll-grows-n1251335 9/14 


1/15/2021 


California orders thousands of body bags as Covid death toll grows 


NBC NEWS / NEWS 


Texas real estate agent who took private iet to D.C. 


THINK / OPINION 


Opinion | Can Trump pardon himself? Here's what will happen if he tries 


THINK / OPINION 


Opinion | Trump lost the presidency. The Capitol riot proves he gained a far-right army. 


SPONSORED / COMPARISONS . ORG 


Say Goodbye To Your Mortgage If You Have No Missed 
Payments (You Must Qualify) 


SPONSORED / COMPARISONS . ORG 


People Born 1948-1979 With No Life Insurance Are In for 
a Treat This Friday 


SPONSORED / MY SMART GADGETS 


These 19 Insanely Cool Gadgets Are Ideal As Gifts For 
2020 


SPONSORED / MPG PREMIERPLAY 


See The New 2021 Bluetooth Earbuds Everybody Is 
Talking About 


https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/california-orders-thousands-body-bags-covid-death-toll-grows-n1251335 10/14 


1/15/2021 California orders thousands of body bags as Covid death toll grows 


NBC NEWS / NEWS 


Man pleads guilty after drone hits LAPD helicopter. 


NBC NEWS / POP-CULTURE 


‘Saved by the Bell’ star Dustin Diamond diagnosed with stage 4 cancer 


NBC NEWS / NEWS 


Sylvain Sylvain, guitarist for glam rock pioneers New York Dolls, dies at 69 


SPONSORED / VOIP | SEARCH ADS 


Americans May Get Rid of Their Cell Phones for VOIP 


SPONSORED / STARSCOPE MONOCULARS 


Is This $47 Monocular Better Than $3000 Telescopes? 


SPONSORED / SMART GADGETS 


Here Are The 26 Coolest Gifts Of 2020 


SPONSORED / TANKLESS WATER HEATER | SEARCH ADS 


The Cost Of a Water Heater Might Surprise You 


https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/california-orders-thousands-body-bags-covid-death-toll-grows-n1251335 11/14 


1/15/2021 California orders thousands of body bags as Covid death toll grows 


NBC NEWS / NOW 


Newspaper editorial boards share why thev are calling 


NBC NEWS / NIGHTLY -NEWS 


WHO team in Wuhan to begin investigating Covid origins 


HOUSE SPEAKER NANCY PELOSI ANNOUNCED THE RETIRED LT. GEN. RUSSEL HONORÉ WOULD BE PUT 
IN CHARGE OF CONDUCTING A THOROUGH REVIEW OF SECURITY AT THE CAPITOL AFTER RIOTERS .. 


Pelosi announces retired Lt. Gen. Honoré will lead review of Canitol securitv 


SPONSORED / MICROSOFT 


Beautiful Bing wallpaper images from around the world 


SPONSORED / WIX.COM 


Use Wix to Build Your Own Professional Website Today 


SPONSORED / TRUCK DRIVER | SEARCH ADS 


High Demand For Truck Drivers Resulted In Surprising 
Salaries. See Truck Drivers Jobs Proposals. 


SPONSORED / BASEATTACKFORCE 


Play this Game for 1 Minute and see why everyone is 
addicted. No Install. 


https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/california-orders-thousands-body-bags-covid-death-toll-grows-n1251335 12/14 


1/15/2021 


NBC NEWS / NEWS 


California orders thousands of body bags as Covid death toll grows 


Javme Closs, Wisconsin teen who escaped captor in 


NBC NEWS / POLITICS 


Trump grows defiant as the White House becomes a ghost town 


NBC NEWS / NEWS 


Virginia gang killer executed by U.S. despite Covid infection 


ABOUT 


CONTACT 


CAREERS 


COUPONS 


PRIVACY POLICY 


DO NOT SELL MY PERSONAL INFORMATION 


© 2021 NBC UNIVERSAL 


https:/Awww.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/california-orders-thousands-body-bags-covid-death-toll-grows-n1251335 


CA NOTICE 


TERMS OF SERVICE 


NBCNEWS.COM SITE MAP 


ADVERTISE 


AD CHOICES 


13/14 


1/15/2021 California orders thousands of body bags as Covid death toll grows 


https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/california-orders-thousands-body-bags-covid-death-toll-grows-n1251335 14/14 


